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Odebrecht announced in November 2013
they are evaluating the potential of an
ethane cracker plant and associated
facilities in Wood County near
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The 35th annual West Virginia Equipment 

and Design Exposition attracted 5,000 

attendees from 29 states and three foreign 

countries. The future of a $3 billion to $4 

billion cracker plant to separate ethane 

from natural gas to be located in Wood 

County was the focus of the opening 

general session. For more on the potential 

of the plant and an EXPO recap, see page 

6.  Cover photo of QT Equipment, Inc., 

Hurricane, mechanic truck by Rick Lee.
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Cracker Plant Possibilities Explored at35th Annual  
WV EXPO 2014The 5,000 people from 29 states and 

three foreign countries attending 

the West Virginia Construction 

and Design Exposition heard that 

the proposed cracker plant in West 

Virginia could provide “enormous 

opportunity” for West Virginia and 

the entire region.

David Peebles, Vice-President of Odebrecht, 

spoke on the proposed cracker plant in Wood County.

David Peebles, vice president of 
development for Odebrecht, was the 
keynote speaker at the 2014 EXPO, 
held March 26 and 27 at the Charleston 
Civic Center.  Odebrecht announced in 
November 2013 they are evaluating the 
potential of an ethane cracker plant and 
associated facilities in Wood County 

near Parkersburg.  The project is 
designed to take advantage of the rapid 
growth of the shale gas industry in the 
Marcellus and Utica shale regions.
Peebles was the keynote speaker 
for a joint EXPO, the Contractors 
Association of West Virginia’s State 
Meeting and the West Virginia 



Manufacturers Association’s 
Marcellus to Manufacturing, M2M, 
conference address.Peebles was the 
keynote speaker for a joint EXPO, 
the Contractors Association of West 
Virginia’s State Meeting and the West 
Virginia Manufacturers Association’s 
Marcellus to Manufacturing, M2M, 
conference address.  He told attendees 
that a cracker plant breaks down 
complex elements into simpler 
products, for example, separating 
ethane from natural gas.  The project, 
pegged at $3 billion to $4 billion and 
would also include three polyethylene 
plants and associated infrastructure 
for water treatment and co-generation, 
is called ASCENT, which stands 
for “Appalachian Shale Cracker 
Enterprise.”  Peebles has stated the 

plant will employee between 300 and 
400 people, though it would takeas 
many 3,000 workers a little over three 
years to build.

Odebrecht has already secured a 300-
acre site for the complex and said 
“we are very much committed to 
the process.” The company has been 
studying the project for two years and 
stages two and three of the process are 
likely to take at least another year and 
a half, possibly two years.  

“There are a lot of things that you 
learn in these mega projects and you 
find that if you take the time to do a 
proper evaluation the execution is a 
lot better,” Peebles has stated in other 
presentations.  At the State Meeting, 
Peebles noted the plant is a regional 

This year’s show featured 
10 outdoor exhibits.

CONTECH Engineered Solutions showcased 

a packaged sewage treatment system.

Learning occurs all throughout EXPO, 

not just in the seminars and meetings.

A record 82 seminars and meetings were 

held in conjunction with EXPO.

project and that West Virginia, Ohio, 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania must work 
together as a region to capitalize on 
the benefits from Marcellus and Utica 
shales. “This is not about a single plant, 
this is not about a single company,” 
Peebles told members.  “This is about 
a regional effort.”  

He said he believes the region needs 
more facilities that can process 
natural gas and related materials that 
are extracted from shale wells.  As 
pipelines are being built, leaders in 
the region need to think about ways to 
process gas and other materials in the 
region instead of piping it elsewhere.
“They’re building the on-ramps, but 
where are the off-ramps?”  Peebles 
said, using highways as an analogy for 
pipelines.  “We need off-ramps.”
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The 2014 EXPO had 317 
exhibitors occupying 465 booths.

Gov. Tomblin said he recognizes there 
is still work ahead to bring project 
ASCENT to fruition but acknowledged 
that Antero’s announcement was a 
major step forward.

“By utilizing the ethane produced in 
West Virginia here at home, we can 
revitalize our manufacturing industry 
for decades to come – bringing 
thousands of new jobs and billions of 
dollars in investments to the Mountain 
State,” Gov. Tomblin said.  “The 
natural gas industry has the potential to 
create jobs, heat homes, fuel cars and 
lead and rejuvenate West Virginia’s 
manufacturing industry. The cracker 
plant project session was just one 
of 82 seminars and meetings held in 
conjunction with this year’s EXPO.  

The Marcellus to Manufacturing 
(M2M) Conference was held in 
conjunction with WV EXPO.  During 
the conference, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin 
held a news conference to announce 
that a major component of the project, 
a ready supply of ethane, has been 
secured.  Antero Resources announced 
it will supply nearly half of the ethane 
needed to support the complex, 30,000 
barrels a day.  

“It’s a big step because, without 
this [ethane supply], you can’t go 
forward.  We need a pool of suppliers,” 
Peebles told attendees. “This is a key, 
critical element when you talk about 
manufacturing, otherwise you’re 
not going to have the polyethylene 
manufacturers need to build.”  

Most every seminar was at capacity 
as attendees heard the latest in new 
technology or attended seminars to 
gain CEU or PDH credits. Seminars 
ranged from “Designing Effective 
Erosion Control Solutions to Protect 
the Environment” to “How to Avoid 
Getting Sued, and What to do When 
it Happens” to “When the Ship Hit the 
Span,” a discussion of the Jacksonville, 
FL Mathews Bridge that was struck 
by a Navy cargo ship that caused $4 
million in damage.  Many attendees are 
able to get a year’s worth of continuing 
education at EXPO. 

To keep track of the many activities 
offered at EXPO, a new featured was 
added.  A smartphone app powered by 
ShowGizmo displayed all exhibitors 
and a map of where they were located 
within the Civic Center.  The app also 
displayed a list of seminars offered that 
attendees could select to attend and 
generate a schedule of desired seminars 
while preventing seminar conflict. The 
app also featured profiles of exhibitors 
that attendees can use as a reference all 
year long.

There were 317 exhibitors with 465 
booths and a number of outdoor 
exhibitors.  There were plenty of 
networking opportunities including the 
After Hours Reception and Business 
Over Breakfast, or BOB.  

Sponsors of the after hours include: 
All Crane and Equipment Rental; 
Arnett Foster Toothman; Bowles 
Rice; BrickStreet Insurance; Civil 
& Environmental Consultants, Inc.; 
McGraw Hill Construction;  Peerless 
Block and Brick; E. L. Robinson 
Engineering;  West Virginia 811; and 
West Virginia Paving, Inc. The four 
BOB sponsors were Jackson Kelly, 
PLLC, Hendrickson & Long, PLLC, 
AECOM and West Virginia Society of 
Professional Engineers.  BrickStreet 
Insurance continued their sponsorship 
of the EXPOsure package.

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 8

The 35th year signaled a change in the 
EXPO management.  For 30 years, 
Pat Parsons has served as EXPO show 
manager and Alice George has helped 
Parsons for 22 years.  They have seen 
– and driven -- many changes and 
improvements over the years.  This 
is the last year in their management 
roles although they will continue to be 
involved with the annual event.

EXPO started in 1979 in the parking 
lot of the South Charleston Ramada 
Inn and moved to the Charleston Civic 
Center and took up just a small portion 
of the coliseum.  In 1987, the decision 
was made to expand into the Grand 
Hall section.  The EXPO committee did 
not know at the time there was enough 
interest to fill both arenas.  Thirty five 
years later, EXPO fills every corner of 
the Charleston Civic Center.

Friends and colleagues shared thoughts 

and ideas during this year’s event.

John Harrison of All Crane Equipment and 

Rental was a co-sponsor of the 

After Hours Reception.

Sunbelt Rentals, Inc. displayed a wide

variety of their products.

Precision Laser and Instrument demonstrated 

a drone capable of aerial mapping.

Attendees partook in BOB, Business Over 

Breakfast, on the 2nd morning of EXPO.

Old friendships are always 

rekindled at WV EXPO.

Blackwell & Co. provides much support for 

WV EXPO - Shown are Lindsey Holloway, 

Steve Blackwell and Michael Frye.

New this year was a smartphone app that 

offered the ability to select and generate a 

schedule of desired seminars.

United Rentals’ Steve Brown and Jordan 

Adkins worked their booth on the Coliseum 

side of the Charleston Civic Center.

“The CAWV became involved with 
EXPO in 1984 and Pat Parsons became 
Show Manager in 1985,” CAWV 
President Phil Weser, March-Westin 
Company, told attendees at the show’s 
opening ceremony.  “In 1992, Alice 
George came on board and started 
working with Pat with EXPO. Because 
of Pat and Alice, EXPO has become 
the premier show for West Virginia’s 
construction and design industry.”
President Weser presented Parsons 
and George with plaques on behalf 
of the four co-sponsors of EXPO 
commemorating their years of service 
to the show.  The plaques read , “The 
Board of Directors of the West Virginia 
Construction and Design Exposition 
hereby presents this Certificate of  
Appreciation in grateful appreciation 
of your 30 years (for Parsons) and 
22 years (for George) of outstanding 
service, dedication and leadership in 

making WV EXPO the premier event 
for West Virginia’s construction and 
design industry.”
The audience, made up of attendees 
and exhibitors, gave them both a great 
round of applause.

Next year’s EXPO 

will be held 

March 25 & 26, 2015.  

Exhibiting info is 

available at 

www.wvexpo.com.
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American Council of Engineering Companies of WV

American Society of Civil Engineers

American Society of Heating Refrigeration 

and Air-Conditioning Engineers

American Society of Highway Engineers - 

North-Central WV Section

American Society of Landscape Architects

Asphalt Pavement Association of WV

Association for the Advancement of Cost Engineering

Home Builders Association of West Virginia

Independent Oil and Gas Association of West Virginia

International Right-of-Way Association

Society of American Military Engineers

The West Virginia Trucking Association

WV American Water Works Association

WV Association of Counties

 

WV Association of Counties 

 

WV Business and Industry Council

 

WV Chamber of Commerce

 

WV Coal Association, Inc.

 

WV Code Officials Association

 

WV Manufacturers Association

 

WV Municipal League

 

WV Oil and Natural Gas Association

 

WV Rural Water Association

 

WV Society of Professional Surveyors

 

WV Water Environment Association

Contractors Association of West Virginia

West Virginia Utility Contractors Association

West Virginia Society of Professional Engineers

American Institute of Artichitects - WV Chapter

CO-SPONSORS

WV EXPO 2014
Sponsors

Tia Como, P.E. Professor at 

Fairmont State University, 

always brings to EXPO FSU’s 

ACEC student chapter to 

showcase their concrete canoe 

competition.

Rish Equipment Company has 

been in all 35 EXPO’s. 

Shown are Bruce Meeker, 

Buddy McGlothin, W.D. Burke, 

and Myron Jones.

Michael Hall, WV Heating and 

Plumbing, joined BBL 

Carlton’s Kevin Golas, 

Todd Corey and Chuck Moore at 

the After Hours Reception.

WV EXPO Board of Directors 

member Darrin Huffman, 

ProBuild Company, 

and John Dunning 

at Probuild’s booth.

WV EXPO Board Member’s thanked 

Pat Parsons and Alice George 

for their service at WV EXPO

Joining are (L-R) Darrin Huffman, 

Dane Ryan, Michael Haid, 

Tommy Issacs, David Weaver, Carol 

Costello, Johnathan Adler, 

and Katie Bradley.

Ed Robinson, E.L. Robinson 

Engineering Company, spoke on 

initiatives of the WV Professional 

Engineers Board.
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SPECIAL THANK YOU
 to EXPO After Hours and Business Over Breakfast (BOB) Sponsors

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

The West Virginia Section of the American Water Works Association practiced for the national tapping contest.
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Industrial Division Over 300,000
Manhours - IVS Hydro, Inc.

Industrial Division Over 100,000
Manhours - Tri-State Roofing and
Sheet Metal Co. (Poca Branch) 

Industrial Division Over 50,000
Manhours - Orders Construction

Company, Inc.

Industrial Division Under 50,000
Manhours - Weavertown

Environmental Group

Specialty Contractor Over 50,000
Manhours - Tri-State Roofing and

Sheet Metal Co. (Davisville Branch)

Associate Division Over 50,000
Manhours - Precision Pump & Valve

Services, Inc. 
Building Division Over 50,000 Manhours - Davis

Pickering Co.: 

Specialty Contractor Under 50,000 Manhours -
Massie Reclamation, Inc.: 
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‘Uncertainty in Priorities’ 
Hinder Congressional Action, 
Fly-In Attendees Learn

AWV members went to 

Washington June 11 to 

meet  with West 

Virginia’s congressional 

delegation and discuss 

issues that are vital-

ly important to the state’s 

construction industry.  CAWV Pres-

ident Phil Weser, March-Westin, 

Inc., Morgantown, led the 19-member 

delegation at the 26th annual CAWV 

Congressional Fly-In.  This year’s fly-

in was, again, held in conjunction with 

the June 10-11 Transportation Con-

struction Coalition (TCC) conference 

which was attended by over 400 con-

struction, engineering, highway and 

transportation representatives from 

around the nation.  

On the CAWV’s agenda again at this 

year’s meeting is the reauthorization 

of the federal-aid highway bill which 

expires September 30, 2014.  Add-

ing to the uncertainty in the highway 

construction program is the anticipated 

insolvency of the Highway Trust Fund, 

which could occur as early as mid-July. 

“A lot of our members depend on in-

frastructure construction programs,” 

President Weser told West Virginia’s 

delegation.  “These programs – roads, 

bridges, schools, water and sewer 

systems – also are vital for a vibrant 

economy, future growth and jobs.”

“There is uncertainty in Congress and 

that uncertainty is killing everything,” 

said Senator Joe Manchin, D-WV. 

“When I was governor, the National 

Governors Association said all availa-

ble monies should go into infrastruc-

ture.  In Congress, we are not commit-

ted to get a budget but roads should 

be the least controversial of any fund-

ing proposal,” he said.  

The state’s newest senator said he 

thinks the system in Washington is 

not working the way it was designed 

to work. Priorities should be set and 

then work to accomplish the goals. “In 

Washington, there are no priorities,” he 

opined. 

He noted there are a lot of different 

opinions on how to fund highways 

including a proposal to offer tax in-

centives to corporations to repatriate 

profits they maintain out of the U.S.  A 

portion of the repatriated funds would 

be used to purchase bonds that would 

capitalize an infrastructure fund that 

would make loans, loan guarantees 

and other credit assistance for a varie-

ty of infrastructure projects.  The sen-

ator also noted the defeat of House 

Majority Leader Eric Cantor in the 

June 10 Virginia Primary Election and 

the chilling effect it will have on legis-

lators to vote on issues that are tax or 

fee related.  

A

W
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d

“We won’t vote on anything after Rep. 

Cantor’s defeat,” Sen. Manchin of-

fered.  

The senator, who stated his heart 

lies with infrastructure development 

because it is a uniting voice for Con-

gress, state legislators and other pub-

lic officials, said he doesn’t think there 

will be another six-year highway reau-

thorization bill even though Senate 

Environment and Public Works Com-

mittee Chair Barbara Boxer, D-CA, is 

pushing for one. 

“Today, members of Congress are tot-

ing in all different directions.  It’s hard 

to get people united behind one pro-

posal.”

The former governor said he is 

convinced there is a war on coal and 

that U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency rules dealing with navigable 

waters will spawn much litigation.  

“The agency is doubling down on their 

efforts and this will not only hurt West 

Virginia’s economy, but the nation’s.  

The Polar Vortex and frigid temper-

atures this winter taxed the nation’s 

energy grid.  If we take coal-fired 

power plants off line, we are going to 

come up short in our ability to provide 
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“Today, members of Congress are toting in all different directions.  
It’s hard to get people united behind one proposal.”  

- Sen. Joe Manchin

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-WV, told CAWV members attending the June 11 
CAWV Congressional Fly-In that although infrastructure development 

should be a uniting voice in Congress, he doesn’t think there 
will be another six-year highway reauthorization bill.

enough electricity to heat homes and 

power manufacturing.  It’s going to be 

a ‘tough slug’ to fight back these regu-

lations,” the senator predicts.

The House is not leaning toward pas-

sage of a highway reauthorization bill 

by the September 30. Instead, House 

Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee Chair Bill Shuster, R-PA, 

told TCC attendees he is pursuing an 

extension of MAP-21 until May 2015. 

After May, Congress will take action to 

provide a fully funded highway reau-

thorization, he predicts.  

“Congress should be looking at all 

options for funding the highway pro-

gram,” said Rep. Nick Rahall, D-WV.   

“We need to bite the bullet and fully 

fund a six-year highway bill.  The White 

House must help out on this as well.”  

The Ranking Member on the House 

T&I Committee also expressed con-

cern that House Majority Leader Can-

tor’s defeat could stall talks on raising 

fees or taxes for highways.  

“Rep. Cantor was trying to get the 

House to come to the middle on some 

of these issues and he was the main 

supporter of the proposal to eliminate 

Saturday postal delivery and transfer 

the savings into the Highway Trust 

Fund.”  Rep. Rahall said the postal 

plan didn’t provide a long-term fund-

ing solution to the “HTF problems but 

it “elevated funding problems higher 

on the radar screen.”

Before meeting with the CAWV, Rep. 

Rahall was in a hearing where he chal-

lenged EPA’s proposed rulemaking 

expansion relating to the definition 

of the “waters of the United States.”  

The definition would expand the agen-

cy’s Clean Water Act permitting juris-

diction.  This was one of the CAWV 

Fly-In’s major topics for discussion.  

Members told the Third District Con-

gressman that EPA is attempting to 

define tributaries, for the first time 

ever, man-altered and man-made wa-

ter bodies, including ditches, as “navi-

gable waters.”

In a news release issued following the 

June 11 hearing, Rep. Rahall stated, 

“The EPA likes to cultivate the im-

pression that science and pragmatism 

govern the day and that is not swayed 

by ideology.  I see an agency that is so 

hard over against coal that it will gloss 

over the science if doing so helps stop 

the construction of coal-fired power 

plants.”  He said he has heard from 

proponents of the rule that the inten-

tion is provide certainty for business-

es and individuals before undertaking 

construction and other projects.  

“The EPA’s proposal certainly does 

if you want to undertake any activity 

whatsoever that may involve as much 

as a puddle, you must seek a permit,” 

the release stated.  

CAWV members want Congress to 

direct EPA to pull its proposed rules.  

Otherwise, the federal permitting pro-

cess would increase the cost of, and 

delay, necessary improvements to the 

public and private infrastructure that 

forms the foundation of the nation’s 

and West Virginia’s economy.

Fly-In attendees told legis-

lators the need for invest-

ment in water and wastewa-

ter infrastructure continues to far 

outpace the amount of funding that is 

available at all levels of government.  

A nationwide survey shows West Vir-

ginia’s drinking water needs total $1.1 

billion and wastewater needs in 2012 

were estimated at $3 billion.  West Vir-

ginia’s annual allocation from the Clean 

Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) pro-

gram has dropped from $31.7 million 

in FY2010 to $21.8 million in FY2014. 

The President’s FY2015 proposed 

budget would drop the allocation to 

$16.2 million.  The state’s Safe Drink-

ing Water SRF program dropped from 

$13.6 million in FY2010 to $8.8 million 

in FY2014.  The President’s budget es-

timate would be around $8 million in 

FY2015.

Rep. David McKinley, R-WV, said 

one of his main priorities is to restore 

funding for the Clean Water and Safe 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

(SRF) loan programs.  Funding levels 

for SRF’s have dropped from about 

$3.9 billion to $1.78 billion. 
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“I questioned EPA Administrator Gina 

McCarthy in committee on the ad-

ministration’s commitment to clean 

water given the president’s proposed 

FY2015 budget,” he told members.  

“We see increasing climate change 

and air quality enforcement but I talk 

with a lot of small communities in rural 

America.  They are not as concerned 

about climate change enforcement. 

They just want water and sewer lines,” 

he said.  

In the committee meeting, he told Ad-

ministrator McCarthy that the presi-

dent’s stand on funding “takes away 

the hopes and dreams of small towns 

who are trying to create economic de-

velopment and get a healthy environ-

ment.”  Sen. Manchin stated he has 

asked for full funding for water and 

sewer SRFs.

“The big issue in Washington today is 

the Highway Trust Fund,” said Rep. 

Shelley Moore Capito.  

“People now understand there are two 

issues:  finding enough money so the 

federal-aid highway program doesn’t 

run out of money in July and passing 

a long-term federal highway reauthor-

ization bill. I think Congress will find a 

proposal to get 

through September 

30 but the question 

is where to find new 

money for a six-year 

bill.”  

Rep. Capito, who 

sits on the House T&I 

Committee, said a 

positive is that other 

groups not directly 

affected by trans-

portation projects, 

like contractors, are 

forming coalitions to 

promote the need for 

highway funding.  

“This is the next lev-

el down, mom and 

pop businesses who 
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Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, R-WV, said it is a positive sign that 

other groups not directly affected by transportation projects, 
like contractors, are forming coalitions to promote the need for 
highway funding.

“I i d EPA Ad i i Gi the hopes and dreams of small towns

CAWV President Phil Weser, front row left, led the 19-member delegation at the 26th annual CAWV Congressional Fly-In.  
Members met with Senator Manchin in his Hart Senate Building office.  

know the need for a modern trans-

portation system.  They bring the per-

spective that ‘this bill helps me’ and, 

therefore, Congress should act.”

Rep. Capito said she is “not pessi-

mistic that we can’t get something 

done” given the fact that the Water 

Resources Reform and Development 

Act (WRRDA) bill passed by a vote of 

412 to 2.  

“We got the $12.3 billion bill passed 

without partisan issues. We need to do 

the same for a highway bill.” She too, 

is working against EPA’s expansion of 

the CWA jurisdiction.  

“If EPA can pull a permit after all ap-

provals have been given, who’s going 

to commit to a project?” she ques-

tioned.  She said she appreciated a 

question a fellow representative had 

of EPA in the hearing held Wednesday.  

“He asked, ‘if a water is navigable, 

shouldn’t you be able to put a canoe 

on it?’” Rep. Capito noted.  “I thought 

that was a great question.”

Members attending this year received 

a personal update on the WRRDA bill 

that was signed by President Oba-

ma the previous day.  David Wegner, 

Senior Democratic Staff for the House 

Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee, spoke at a reception host-

ed by the Clean Water Construction 

Coalition, of which CAWV is a member.  

“There has not been a WRDA bill since 



19C O N S T R U C T I O N  N E W S

Rep. David McKinley, R-WV, the only practicing licensed engineer in the 
House of Representatives, told the CAWV delegation that one of his main 
priorities is to restore funding for the Clean Water Act and Safe Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund loan programs.

2007,” Wegner told members.  “This 

bill will provide better definition to the 

Corps of Engineers on how to do their 

work.”  

He said the bill will provide guidance 

on how to face the nation’s deteriorat-

ing older infrastructure, how to make 

that investment, how to deal with huge 

backlog of needed projects and how to 

deal with new infrastructure projects.  

The Capitol Hill staffer also comment-

ed on the firestorm created by EPA’s 

position on the Clean Water Act juris-

dictional issue.  

“What we need right now is a clarifica-

tion on what the ruling says,” Wegner 

told members.  “We must find an ap-

proach that everyone can agree with.”

Another issue on this year’s fly-in is 

certain federal agencies are increas-

ingly turning to reverse auction pro-

curement for construction services, 

which include million dollar building 

renovations, national park road con-

struction, and material supply and de-

livery. 

Rep. Nick Rahall, D-WV, ranking member of the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, said Congress needs to “bite the bullet,” and fully 

fund a six-year highway bill.

 “The EPA’s proposal certainly does provide 
certainty – the certainty that if you want to 
undertake any activity whatsoever that may 
involve as much as a puddle, you must seek a 
permit.”   

- Rep. Nick Rahall

“I questioned EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy in committee on the administration’s 
commitment to clean water given the 
president’s proposed FY2015 budget.”  

- Rep. David McKinley

Defense Authorization Act of FY 2015.  

Sen. Manchin said he will consider the 

issue when it reaches the Senate.

“Our congressional delegation seemed 

glad that we were there to talk about 

these issues,” President Weser com-

mented.  “Everyone was completely 

aware of the problems and understood 

the urgency to take action.  I’m confi-

dent they know the needs of West Vir-

ginia and of our members.  We shared 

with them how CAWV can help them 

with promoting their activities, which 

the seemed to appreciate.”

Joining President Weser at this year’s 

fly-in were: Josh Booth, Highway Safe-

ty, Inc.; Matthew Bourne, March-Westin; 

John Boyle, Mountaineer Contractors, 

Inc.; Dan Cooperrider and Willie Crane, 

West Virginia Paving; Fred Clark, IVS 

Hydro, Inc.; Norm Daniels, Daniels Law 

Firm; Dan Flesher, Trimble Engineers 

and Constructors; Greg Hadjis, J.F. Al-

len Company; Gary Fazalare, Stantec; 

Sumith Hapaurachy, SMH Construction 

Company, Inc.; Scott Pierson, Pipe Plus; 

Chris Slaughter, Steptoe & Johnson; Lee 

Snyder and Lee Samsell, Snyder Envi-

ronmental; Rob Williams, Vecellio and 

Grogan; and Pat Parsons, Asphalt Pave-

ment Association.

“Reverse auc-

tions may work 

to procure com-

modities, not 

p r o f e s s i o n a l 

services for vari-

able projects like 

construction,” 

CAWV members told Sen. Manchin 

and his staff.  “Reverse auctions for 

construction services do not guaran-

tee to lowest price or agency savings 

and they unnecessarily limit competi-

tion,” members stated.  The U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers stopped using 

reverse auctions for construction 10 

years ago because they determined it 

cost taxpayers millions more in con-

struction costs.

The House passed H.R. 2751, The 

Common Sense Construction Act of 

2013, which prohibits federal agencies 

from procuring construction services 

through reverse 

auctions. The bill 

will be included 

in the National 
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Tanner Boster
WVU Institute of Technology 

Andrew Canterbury 
Marshall University 

James Cole Anderson 
Fairmont State University 



March April 2012_Layout 3  5/16/2012  1:36 PM  Page 11



22 M a y  /  J u n e  2 0 1 4

On April 1, 2014, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin signed S.B 373, The 

Water Resources Protection Act, which establishes sweeping new 

regulatory programs that will require registration and permitting for 

aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) as well as other sources that may 

contaminate the state’s public drinking water sources.  The West Virginia 

Legislature worked nearly 60 days on the bill which was passed in response to 

a January 8, 2014 chemical leak that caused 300,000 water customers in a nine-

county region to go without water for up to nine days.

By Jarrett M. Smith, P.E.

The bill establishes complex planning 

and reporting requirements for public 

drinking water utilities for the protec-

tion of drinking water sources.  Any 

AST in the state may now be the sub-

ject of two new registration programs, 

two new permitting programs, several 

new fees, and complex design, main-

tenance, inspection, planning and re-

porting requirements.  As of October 1, 

2014, it will be unlawful for any owner 

or operator to operate or use an AST 

that has not been properly registered 

or for which any applicable registration 

fee has not been paid.

S.B. 373 also creates a new statute 

entitled the “Public Water Supply Pro-

tection Act, which directs the WV De-

partment of Environmental Protection 

to compile an inventory of “potential 

sources of significant contamination” 

located within zones of critical con-

cern for public water systems whose 

source of supply is obtained from a 

surface water supply source or a sur-

face water influenced groundwater 

supply source.

Many construction and construction 

supply firms have ASTs on a perma-

nent basis and many construction 

projects have temporary ASTs which 

are on the construction site for more 

than 60 consecutive days.  Jarrett M. 

Smith, P.E., senior engineer for Potes-

ta & Associates, has prepared the 

following to make CAWV members 

S.B. 373, passed by the WV Legislature and signed into law April 1st by Governor Earl Ray Tomblin, 

establishes sweeping new regulatory programs that will require registration and permitting for 

aboveground storage tanks.  Joining Gov. Tomblin are: (L-R) Del. David Perry, D-Fayette, House 

Judiciary Chairman Tim Manchin, D-Marion, Sen. Corey Palumbo, D-Kanawha, Senate Majority Leader 

John Unger, D-Berkeley, and House Speaker Tim Miley, D-Harrison.

aware of their requirements under S.B. 

373.  Potesta is an engineering and 

environmental consulting firm head-

quartered in Charleston with offices 

in Morgantown, Winchester, Va., and 

Cambridge, Ohio. 

Three items were created out of Sen-

ate Bill 373.  The first is the amendment 

to the Water Resources Protection Act 

which affects large quantity uses by 

reducing the withdrawal threshold. 

The second is the Aboveground Stor-

age Tank Act (ASTA), a new regulato-

ry program for aboveground storage 

tanks (ASTs).  Lastly the Public Water 

Supply Protection Act (PWSPA) which 

is concerned with large quantities of 

stored fluids located within a zone of 
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critical concern (ZCC) around public 

water supply systems and the threat 

that these store liquids might impose. 

The primary concern for the construc-

tion industry is how the ASTA will affect 

their current and future operations.  For 

your facility, the first thing to do would 

be look around your site whether it 

is temporary or permanent and see 

if you have tanks capable of holding 

more than 1,320 gallons of liquids (at 

standard temperature and pressure).  

They could be made of concrete, fiber-

glass, plastic, steel, or even wood.  Is 

90% of its capacity aboveground?  Is 

it a non-process vessel?  Is it a mo-

bile tank (truck, mounted, rail mount-

ed, etc.) and been located on site for 

longer than 60 consecutive days?  If 

so then your AST(s) might require cov-

erage under the ASTA or at a minimum 

be required to be register under the 

ASTA which became effective on June 

6, 2014. 

Next the ASTs will need to be registered with the West Virginia Department 

of Environmental Protection (WVDEP).  This is will be an electronic process 

that will be completed through WVDEP’s ePermitting system.  More information 

about this process can be found on their website at www.dep.wv.gov/tanks.  

The registration process began June 10, 2014 and the deadline to have ASTs 

registered is October 1, 2014.  The registration form requests at a minimum the 

following information along with a registration fee. 

•   Owner/Operator/Landowner contact information.

•   Facility Location information  (coordinates, etc.).

•   Description of AST including  piping.

     o Tank Status (In use, Non-operational, etc.)

     o Tank Installation Date

     o Year Tank was Constructed

     o Maximum Capacity of Tank

     o Compartment information (some tanks contain multiple compartments)

     o Substance Stored information 

  (CAS #, tanks coordinates, name of substance, etc.)

     o National Fire Protection  Association Health Rating

     o Any Federal or State programs the tank is regulated under 

  (if applicable) 

     o Tanks Construction Material and Corrosion Protection. 

             (Double walled, steel or  fiberglass, etc.)

     o Tank Liner Material (if applicable)

     o Piping Construction and Corrosion Protection

     o Type of Secondary Containment 

  (containment volume, type of liner, etc.)

     o Type of Secondary Containment Construction Material 

  (Concrete, Earthen, etc.)

•   Signature from an Owner’s Authorized Representative (proof required)

On or after September 1, 2014 an individual NPDES permit for ASTs located in 

a zone of critical concern (ZCC) will be required and a general permit cannot be 

utilized. This registration process is the first step of a new program that is being 

developed and will include permitting procedures and detailed performance 

standards based on the requirements of the ASTA. Some of the procedures and 

standards include:

•   Design, construction, installation and maintenance of ASTs and secondary  

 containment.

•    Installing and maintaining leak detection and prevention systems.

•   Maintaining records of leak detection systems, corrosion prevention, tank  

 testing.

•   Early detection of releases and immediate reporting.

•   Development of corrective action plan for any releases.

•   Certification of installation, removal, retrofit, corrosion, and other testing  

 and inspection ASTs by qualified registered professional engineer of   

 American Petroleum Institute (API) certified tank inspection or WVDEP  

 approved equal.  

•   Complete annual inspection of tank, associated equipment, leak detection  

 system and secondary containment by a registered professional engineer 

 or certified tank inspector. Initial submittal is due by January 1, 2015. 

•   WVDEP is in the process of developing regulation to implement the ASTA.

Many West Virginia construction sites have 

aboveground storage tanks for fuel and other 

liquids.  S.B 373 establishes regulation, 

inspection and reporting for temporary and 

permanent tanks capable of holding more than 

1,320 gallons of liquid.  Tanks are considered 

permanent if located on site longer than 60 

consecutive days. 

 (Photo courtesy of Oliver Fuels and Oils, Inc). 
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This registration process is the first step of a new program 

that is being developed and will include permitting proce-

dures and detailed performance standards based on the 

requirements of the ASTA. Some of the procedures and 

standards include:

•   Design, construction, installation and maintenance of  

 ASTs and secondary containment.

•    Installing and maintaining leak detection and   

 prevention systems.

•   Maintaining records of leak detection systems,   

 corrosion prevention, tank testing.

•   Early detection of releases and immediate reporting.

•   Development of corrective action plan for any   

 releases.

•   Certification of installation, removal, retrofit, corrosion,  

 and other testing and inspection ASTs by qualified

 registered professional engineer of American 

 Petroleum Institute (API) certified tank inspection or 

 WVDEP approved equal.  

•   Complete annual inspection of tank, associated 

 equipment, leak detection system and secondary 

 containment by a registered professional engineer 

 or certified tank inspector. Initial submittal is due by 

 January 1, 2015. 

•   WVDEP is in the process of developing regulation to 

    implement the ASTA. 

In addition the program will require a spill prevention re-

sponse plan for each AST to be prepared and submitted 

within 180 days from the effective date of the bill (Decem-

ber 4, 2014).   Updated plans will need to be submitted at 

a minimum of every 3 years or sooner if the facility has a 

substantial change in AST construction/layout, emergen-

cy protocol substantial changes, the spill response plan 

fails during a spill event, or there is an addition or removal 

of a tank.  

The registration process for tanks subjected to S.B. 373 began 

June 10, 2014 and the deadline to register is October 1, 2014.  

Tank owners can register electronically through WV Department of 

Environmental Protection’s ePermitting system. More information 

can be found at the agency’s website at www.dep.wv.gov/tanks.

The specifics of the spill response plan will be determined 

by the WVDEP emergency regulations.  It is currently an-

ticipated that the spill response plan will require the fol-

lowing:

• Identify and describe site activity.

• Identify types and volumes of materials stored   

 (providing MSDS for each).

•   Site drawing including drainage and outlets.

•   Preventative maintenance program.

•   List all plant positions, chain of command at facility, 

 emergency coordinators and contractors.

•   Specific response that will be undertaken upon the 

 occurrence of any release.

•   Contact information for emergency management 

 agencies and identify those to be notified in case 

 of release (including nearest downstream public water 

 supply intake).

If you have an existing SPCC plan for a tanks or set of 

tanks then you can just add a response section as an ap-

pendix to this existing plan to save time and money com-

ing into compliance.

There is good news for some owners and operators that 

have ASTs that fall underneath the limited waiver of the 

permitting requirements.

Those include:

• ASTs containing drinking water, filtered surface 

 water, demineralized water, noncontact cooling 

 water, or water stored for fire or emergency 

 purposes.

• Regulated natural gas or propane tanks.

• Septic tanks and home aeration systems.

• Certain pipeline facilities

• Equipment or machinery containing substances for 

 operational purposes.
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Brandon LeRoy
West Virginia University

Christine Snyder 
West Virginia University 

Theodore Zara 
West Virginia University

• Mobile tanks, trucks, or rail cars located on site for 

 less than 60 consecutive days.

• Liquid traps and associated gathering lines related to 

 oil and gas production and gathering operations.

• Surface impoundments.

• ASTs which require SPCC plans by the EPA under 40 

 CFR Part 112 (oil pollution prevention).

An example situation would be an owner or operator of an 

asphalt plant having oil based liquids that require SPCC 

plans under 40 CFR Part 112.  These oil- based liquids 

are in different size containers (drums, tanks, etc.) rang-

ing from 55 gallons to upwards of 30,000 gallons.  Un-

der ASTA any tank at this facility holding more than 1,320 

gallons of liquid (oil based or other) will be required to be 

registered and the existing SPCC plan will need to be up-

dated to include a response section.

Another example situation would be an owner or operator 

of a facility that uses rail cars to house liquids that are 

used for day to day operations.  This railcar stores more 

than 1,320 gallons of liquid and remains on site longer 

than the 60 consecutive calendar days before being re-

placed.  This will require registration and development of 

a spill response plan. 

The registration process for tanks subjected to S.B. 373 

began June 10, 2014 and the deadline to register is Oc-

tober 1, 2014.  Tank owners can register electronically 

through WV Department of Environmental Protection’s 

ePermitting system.  More information can be found at 

the agency’s website at www.dep.wv.gov/tanks.   

Show your support for the 
construction industry with an 
official DMV-issued “Hard at 

Work” license plate. 

Visit www.cawv.org
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RECOGGNIZEES EXCELLLENCEE IN DESIGN

The West Virginia Chapter of the American Institute of Architecture recognized seven projects 

for excellence and achievement in architecture during an awards ceremony held April 12, 

2014.  Award winning projects are projects that successfully meet specific, individual project 

goals and requirements.  Entries are weighed individually, not in competition with each other.  

Projects are designated with an Honor Award for excellence, or a Merit Award for achievement 

in architecture.  All projects were reviewed by an independent, anonymous jury.

HONOR AWARD

The project, funded jointly by Monongalia County Schools and the School Building Authority of WV in the spring of 2010, 
was selected by the SBA to be designed to a LEED Silver Certification target.   A planning committee including the WV 
Department of Highways, Monongalia County Schools, West Virginia University, and other local agencies was assembled 
to explore safe and efficient traffic flow options.  From the earliest planning stages, the Owner was interested in pursuing 
energy saving design opportunities in the development of this project.  Upon approval of LEED pursuit status by the SBA, 
the project team began evaluating opportunities to include features which conserve energy, sustainably utilize natural 
resources, and to enhance indoor environmental quality. Some of these features include: natural daylighting, energy/water 
savings, green cleaning, and school used as a teaching tool for environmental stewardship.

Eastwood Elementary School, 

Morgantown

Owner:  
Monongalia County Board of Education

Architect:  
Williamson Shriver Architects, Inc. 
Charleston, WV

Contractor:  
Jarvis, Downing & Emch, Inc. 

Wheeling, WV



HONOR AWARD

The Multi-Purpose Building is located within Camp Dawson in Kingwood, West Virginia. The facility serves as a physical 
training facility, gymnasium, and a large gathering venue for the West Virginia Army National Guard. The building is de-
signed to LEED Silver standards and utilizes durable, recyclable, and renewable materials. Daylighting strategies and 
efficient HVAC systems were utilized to reduce  facility energy use.  The 36,000 GSF building was completed in March of 
2013 with a construction cost of $10 million. 

Camp Dawson Multi-Purpose
Building 
Camp Dawson, Kingwood

Owner:  

West Virginia Army National Guard

Architect:  

Assemblage Architects 

Middleton, WI

Contractor:  

Rycon Construction 

Pittsburgh, PA

MERIT AWARD

The 24,650 SF project completely renovates and upgrades the existing buildings at 321 Virginia Street, Charleston.  The 
buildings were built in the early and mid-1900’s, and were used as a car dealership showroom and parts building until 
2008.  By the time the Girl Scouts took possession of the building, it had fallen into a state of disrepair.  The facility required 
environmental remediation, and the entire roof structure had to be removed.  The Girl Scouts of Black Diamond Council 
purchased the vacant buildings in 2011 with the intent of converting them into a girl-centered facility for members and a 
volunteer-enrichment center for program resources and training.  The program for the facility includes administrative offic-
es, community/meeting gathering spaces, as well as a small hotel (Urban Camp) for Girl Scouts visiting Charleston.  The 
Girl Scouts undertook the effort to transform the facility, creating an architectural style that would appeal to girls and young 
women, while utilizing colors and materials that would not become dated.  

Girl Scouts of the Black Diamond 

Building

Owner:  
Girl Scouts of the Black Diamond

Architect:  
ZMM, Inc. 

Charleston, WV

Contractor:  

Paramount Builders 
St. Albans, WV
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MERIT AWARD

Located in the heart of both communities the new facility will house approximately 770 students.  Its contemporary design 
is home to a middle school curriculum layout familiar throughout Cabell County Schools. Cabell County Schools is currently 
pursuing the first LEED Silver Certified Middle School in Cabell County. The building and curriculum will boast of 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade teams that will compete against each other in energy consumption and be able to track through technology 
energy usage throughout the year.  On-line learning and technology systems throughout the facility will assist students 
to also work with and compete with other facilities throughout the world.  The building itself will become a teaching tool. 
A pulper system will be in place to not only consume kitchen waste but also all paper waste throughout the school.  The 
students will be able to take this product and provide compost for the school’s vegetable gardens which will provide ad-
ditional produce for the “farm-to-table” program at the school.  The facility includes a new Gymnasium, Cafeteria with a 
Stage, Art, Music, Band, Orchestra and Science facilities that are second to none.

Huntington East Middle School, 
Huntington

Owner:  

Cabell County Board of Education

Architect:  

ZMM, Inc. 

Charleston, WV

Contractor:  

Paramount Builders 

St. Albans, WV

MERIT AWARD

The 22,000 SF College houses a virtual welding shop, machine shop, mechatronics shop, a mining support program, 
administrative space and student support spaces, as well as several allied health programs. The space is designed to 
maximize both flexibility and adaptability, and will reflect a modern, “high-tech” aesthetic while also blending into the 
overall campus. The large area for lab spaces is enhanced by black brick and surrounded by classrooms and support 
spaces highlighted by a curved glass wall with metal panel accents.  The entrance is crafted with smooth metal panels 
and adjacent to textured patterned black brick construction to resemble coal.  The facility is the first step in the progression 
of a planned campus expansion that will ultimately include expanding the campus into the adjacent property.  The school 
is currently working on a new campus master plan, with a focus on creating green space and improving pedestrian and 
vehicular circulation.  

Southern West Virginia Community 

& Technical College Facility, Logan

Owner:  
SWVCTC

Architect:  

ZMM, Inc. 
Charleston, WV

Contractor:  

Hayslett Construction 
Hurricane, WV



32 M a y  /  J u n e  2 0 1 4M a 444eee2 a32 /yya y

MERIT AWARD

The message taken away from the kick-off meeting was “We are proud to be a part of the communities we serve and 
want our building to be a reflection of that commitment.”  The client, a local financial institution, had outgrown their current 
facility, but in a one-light town, building a new facility on another property and leaving an empty building or a razed site 
wasn’t in line with the clients overall mission statement regarding their commitment to enhance the communities in which 
they serve.  The decision was made to maintain their existing location and upgrade the facility to meet the needs of their 
expanded operations while reusing foundation systems, site amenities, and vault infrastructure.  The decision to remain 
in their current location and reuse portions of the existing facility would allow for the revitalization of a key property in the 
small town, minimize construction waste and allow for a compressed construction schedule reducing short term disruption 
to their operations.

Clear Mountain Bank Building, 
Reedsville

Owner:  

Clear Mountain Bank

Architect:  

Alpha Associates, Inc. 

Morgantown, WV

Contractor:  

Horizon Construction

Bruceton Mills, WV

First Ward School was constructed between 1908 and 1909 as a facility to educate the children of Elkins’ rapidly expand-
ing population. Its design is attributed to Fairmont, West Virginia Architect, Andrew C. Lyons, and was constructed by 
local artisans and craftsman utilizing locally available building materials, including hand-cut sandstone, brick, and native 
hardwoods.  The 27,000 sf, eight room schoolhouse stands two stories tall and has a full basement. First Ward served as 
a school until 1976, when it was converted into a warehouse for the county school board.  The exterior was completely 
restored to its early 1900s Georgian-Revival style. The slate roof was restored and the portico was reconstructed to match 
the original quarried stone. Omni’s design retained many of the key interior features reminiscent of the school days.  The 
building now is owned by a non-profit housing developer and managed by the county housing authority. It opened to ten-
ants in July 2013 and specifically targets seniors through a wellness collaboration program.

First Ward School/Apartments, 

Elkins

Owner:  
Non-profit Housing Developer

Architect:  
Omni Associates 
Fairmont, WV

Contractor:  
AU Construction

Lexington, KY

MERIT AWARD
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The City of Lewisburg’s existing wa-

ter treatment plant was constructed 

in 1983 and has a current capacity of 

1,400 Gallons per Minute (GPM).

The plant operates 23 hours a day, 

seven days a week – and quite of-

ten 24 hours a day – to provide clean 

water to 11,000 people in Greenbrier 

County, including Lewisburg, Ronce-

verte, Renick, Frankford, Maxwelton, 

Fairlea and Caldwell.

In an effort to reduce the plant’s oper-

ating time, ensure the continuation of 

providing a safe and adequate source 

of drinking water, and to guarantee 

future compliance with water quality 

standards, the city retained Chapman 

Technical Group, St. Albans, to pro-

vide design and construction admin-

istration service for a water systems 

improvement project.

Phase I of the treatment plant upgrade 

was bid in January 2013 and the pro-

ject was awarded to Alvarez Contrac-

tors, Inc., Clarksburg.  Contracts were 

signed in April with a full year of con-

struction anticipated.  

The project consists of the construc-

tion of a new 600,000 gallon clarifier 

and rehabilitation of the existing out-

side pre-sedimentation basin.  The 

new clarifier is a glass-lined bolted 

steel tank constructed by Mid Atlan-

tic Storage Systems, Inc., Washington 

Court House, Ohio.

The renovation of the existing outside 

pre-sedimentation basin includes the 

installation of horizontal flocculation 

equipment, baffling, plate settlers, a 

hoseless sludge collection and remov-

al system, concrete rehabilitation, and 

new grating and handrails.

Contingency funds remaining in the 

project have been utilized to construct 

another bolted steel tank through a 

change order to Alvarez’s contract 

with the city. This tank will be used for 

sludge holding as part of the Phase 

II portion of the project and was built 

inside of the existing treatment plant 

building in place of the original weld-

ed steel pre-sedimentation basin. This 

project is currently in the final stages 

and is expected to be completed by 

September 2014. 

The Phase I project was sized to meet 

the requirements of the West Virginia 

Bureau of Public Health of 30 minutes 

of flocculation and four hours of set-

tling at the proposed new treatment 

plants capacity of 4,000 GPM (Phase 

II). Currently, by the city utilizing the 

Contractor,
Engineer 
and Owner 
Work Together 
to Make Project 
Successful

LEWISBURG 
WATER

TREATMENT
PLANT

Workers for Alvarez Contractors, Clarksburg, 

constructed a new 600,000 gallon clarifier and 

rehabilitated the existing outside pre-sedimentation 

basin.

The new clarifier is a glass-lined bolted steel tank 

constructed by Mid Atlantic Storage Systems, Inc. 

Washington Court House, Ohio
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newly rehabilitated pre-sedimentation 

basin, they are exceeding those re-

quirements. The basin is supplying a 

consistently high quality water to be 

treated by the plant. The number of 

backwashes of the existing mixed me-

dia filters has been reduced from six 

per day down to two, saving the city 

several hundred thousand gallons of 

water each day.

“The City of Lewisburg and Chapman 

Technical have both been great to 

work with,” said Jack Alvarez, presi-

dent of Alvarez Contractors.  “This is 

the kind of job contractors like to work 

on. With the additional work, the total 

project will be around $3 million.”

Both the city and Chapman Techni-

cal are extremely pleased with how 

this project has turned out, according 

to Kennon Chambers, P.E., the pro-

ject engineer for Chapman Technical 

Group who has overseen the con-

struction administration. 

“We are extremely fortunate to have 

worked with two great contractors in 

Alvarez and Mid Atlantic. They have 

contributed to a quality product be-

ing delivered to the city. Good, quality 

contractors really make a difficult pro-

ject so much easier,” he said. 

CAWV member RBS, Inc., White Sul-

phur Springs, supplied the stone and 

concrete on the project.

The 
$3 million 

project, designed 
by Chapman Technical 

Group, St. Albans, included 
installation of horizontal floccu

lation equipment, baffling, sludge
collection and removal system and 

new grating and handrails.

The water treatment plant’s original sedimentation 

basin was replaced in Phase II of the project.  

Completion is scheduled for September 2014.
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Jack Alvarez, president of Alvarez Contractors, second from left, gave bonding company representatives a tour of the 

nearly completed project.  Joining Alvarez are (L-R):  Rod Williams, Abby Schmidt, Aaron DeRoss, Matt Marin and Jim 

Tressell, all Liberty Mutual Surety Company, and Andy Teeter, USI Insurance Services, Inc.
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n WesBanco Arena in Wheeling has 
been a hot spot for entertainment in 
the Ohio Valley for years, and now, 

it’s about to get a $4 million facelift. 

The Wheeling City Council announced 

they have four main priorities on im-

proving the arena. The first priority is 

fixing the front entry way with an easi-

ly-accessible elevator. Second, getting 

a new video board and possibly a rib-

bon board to line the arena is planned. 

Third, restroom and concession stand 

improvements and fourth, replacing 

the seats in the arena and putting in 

hand rails. City Manager Bob Herron 

said, “We’re real excited about being 

able to eliminate the leaky entry roof 

and coming up with something that 

is a whole lot more modern and pro-

vides better handicap accessibility to 

all three levels of the arena. You know 

obviously, new seats will be different 

than they are now with pads and cup 

holders and clearly the video boards 

will be an asset to our arena.” The city 

plans to start replacing the video board 

this fall and begin construction on the 

front entry way and restrooms in the 

next construction season…..

 

n If they build it, recruits will come. 
At least that’s what West Virginia Uni-
versity is banking on. The university is 

in the early stages of a multi-year de-

velopment plan that will see upgrades 

to many of the Mountaineers’ athletic 

facilities, including Milan Puskar Stadi-

um and the WVU Coliseum, as well as 

the baseball team’s much-anticipated 

new ballpark at University Town Cen-

tre.

 

“Overall, there’s a lot of work to be 

done,” said WVU athletic director Ol-

iver Luck. “We’ve got a $75 million 

bond and the Mountaineer Athletic 

Club folks have done an excellent job 

so we have some extra dollars to ren-

ovate as well.  All-in-all, if you include 

the baseball park, which is state mon-

ey, we’ll be investing $125 million in our 

facilities.”

 

At the conclusion of next football sea-

son, WVU will begin work on the East 

and West concourses at Milan Puskar 

Stadium, as well as new entrance 

gates. Construction is set to begin on 

WVU’s new team room at the Puskar 

Center.  Bidders include GA Brown 
& Son Inc., Fairmont, at $3,880,000, 

Mascaro Construction, Pittsburgh, PA, 

at $3,943,000, and Lombardi Develop-

ment, Follansbee, at $4,080,000….

 

n The Pietro Fiorentini Group of Vi-
cenza, Italy – a maker of valves, me-

ters and components for the oil and 

gas industry –will build its first Amer-

ican manufacturing plant near the 

heart of the energy industry in Weir-

ton.  The plant is to be located in the 

Three Springs Drive Industrial Park.  

Chief Executive Officer Mario Nardi ex-

plained why Pietro Fiorentini chose the 

state as the place to build its first man-

ufacturing plant in America.  It opted 

to locate near the larger Marcellus and 

Utica shale sites in West Virginia and 

Ohio, and the close proximity to high-

ways, airports and areas with strong 

engineering and technical schools…

 

n Giving downtown Wheeling’s 
Market Plaza a much-needed make-
over will cost a little more than orig-
inally expected.  The city opened bids 

for the plaza renovation and another 

long-awaited downtown project, the 

Heritage Port Gateway Park. The city 

received three bids for the plaza pro-

ject, with James White Construction 
of Weirton the low bidder at $634,560. 

Jarvis, Downing & Emch of Wheeling 

came in at $674,342 and Cattrell Com-

panies, Toronto, Ohio at $690,000.  

The City Manager said the city has 

some flexibility. The apparent low bid 

for the gateway park came in under 

budget, and the city has spent only a 

little more than half the $3.14 million 

proceeds from a 2011 tax increment 

financing bond sale, with almost $1.5 

million remaining. Savage Construc-
tion of Wheeling is the low bidder for 

the Heritage Port Gateway Park at 

$51,469. James White Construction 

was the only other firm to submit a bid, 

at $92,610. The park project, planned 

for the vacant lot at 11th and Main 

streets, was originally projected to cost 

almost $90,000….

 

n The Jefferson County Public 
Service District recently proposed a 
$15 million upgrade to current sew-
er systems in the area. In addition to 

the $15 million upgrade, the PSD is 

looking for about $25 million more for 

upcoming projects. The $40 million fig-

ure is the total cost for three upcom-

ing projects. The first is the $15 million 

project to upgrade sewer lines, $10 

million for a water project on the Blue 

Ridge Mountain and the purchasing of 

Jefferson Utilities Inc. by the Jefferson 

County Public Service District for $14.9 

million….

 

n In addition to being one of the 
largest structures on the West Virgin-
ia School of Osteopathic Medicine’s 
Lewisburg campus, the new Student 

Activities Center is designed to serve a 

variety of functions and will also boast 

one of the tallest features in the entire 

city — a 125-foot-tall clock tower that 

is being funded by the WVSOM Alum-

ni Association. With ground-breaking 

on the 67,000-square-foot, $20 million 

Student Activities Center is designed to 

include separate lounges in which stu-

dents can study and enjoy recreational 

pursuits, along with a spacious din-

ing lounge and food court. A campus 

store, lobby, storage and rest rooms 

round out the building’s first floor.

CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS
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 The second story is dominated by what 

WVSOM President Dr. Michael Adel-

man calls a “convention center/meet-

ing hall,” a 15,000-square-foot space 

that will serve multiple functions.  That 

800- to 1,000-seat “conference hall,” 

will enable the school to bring together 

students from all four classes, plus fac-

ulty and staff, for certain special events 

containing a president’s reception par-

lor, a modest catering kitchen, a pair of 

pre-function areas, the upper level of 

the two-story campus store, storage, 

rest rooms and an entry lobby...

 

n The Charleston Sanitary Board 
accepted bids on May 29 for the 
Eden’s Fork, Elk Two Mile Lift Station 
Improvements. The project engineer 

is Burgess & Niple, Inc., Parkersburg.  

Bids include Pipe Plus, Inc., Nitro, for 

$642,350; Orders Construction Com-
pany, Inc., St. Albans, for $795,000;  

Famco, Inc., Huntington, for $845,000; 

Mike Enyart & Sons, Inc., South Point, 

for $881,000; C. J. Hughes Construc-
tion Company, Inc., Huntington, for 

$916,834; and Kanawha Stone Com-
pany, Poca for $1,110,000…

 n Security and environmental 
upgrades of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers building in downtown Hun-

tington are on track for substantial 

completion by November.  More than 

500 employees of the Corps’ Hunting-

ton office have had to move around 

since construction began.  Early in 

the planning process, there had been 

concerns that the Corps would have to 

move out of the building because it did 

not meet the Department of Defense’s 

post-9/11 security standards. After in-

tervention from Huntington’s congres-

sional delegation, a new design was 

submitted and the Corps could remain 

downtown.  The energy-efficiency im-

provements will cost about $27.5 mil-

lion.  Security improvements will run 

another $20.1 million…

 

n The Charleston Urban Renewal 
Authority board members learned 

the state Department of Transportation 

awarded the authority $480,000 for 

streetscape project along Smith Street, 

running in front of the state Division of 

Highways new District 1 headquarters.   

CURA will contribute $120,000 of its 

own funds to the project.  “It’ll greatly 

change the appearance of the area,” 

CURA Director Jim Edwards said.  The 

streetscape project will include new 

sidewalks, lighting and moving above-

ground utilities underground.  Ed-

wards said the work should begin later 

this year and will be finished in 2015.  

Wiseman Construction Company, 
Inc., Charleston, is construction the 

new District 1 headquarters …

 

n The Marion County Board of Ed-
ucation accepted bids on May 21 for 
North Marion High School football 

field turf project.  The project, designed 

by The Thrasher Group, Inc., Bridge-

port, was bid by Green River Group, 
Inc., Morgantown for $670,705; An-
derson Excavating, LLC, Morgan-

town for $797,795; Bear Contract-
ing, LLC, Bridgeport, for $858,320; 

and Kanawha Stone Company, Inc., 
Poca, for $1,169,875...

n Crawford Holdings LLC has se-
cured loans and hopes to purchase 

and rehabilitate the Staats Hospital 

building on Charleston’s West Side.  
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Staats, named one of West Virginia’s 

most endangered buildings, was built 

in 1922 by the Staats brothers, one of 

whom was a doctor, and designed by 

John Norman, one of the first regis-

tered black architects in West Virginia.  

The building, which has sat vacant for 

years, has held up well despite abuse 

from scrappers and the elements.   A 

project foreman for the company said 

the building was built in an era when 

steel and masonry were used in uni-

son – a steel exoskeleton was built first 

and then covered by bricks.  The com-

pany wants to put on a new roof and 

develop store fronts on the first floor.  

It also wants to restore the building’s 

windows, many of which have their 

original glass, and salvage and restore 

its pressed-tin ceilings on the first floor.  

Early cost estimates are $2 million to 

renovate …

 

n Work is progressing on new 
quarters that will give Bluefield Col-

lege students considerably more than 

the traditional dorm room has to offer.  

After receiving suggestions from stu-

dents, faculty and staff, the Bluefield 

College Board of Governors decided 

to call the new quarters the Bluestone 

Commons.  Each unit will have three 

bedrooms, common living area, and a 

kitchen and dining area.  The design is 

an outgrowth of looking at new types 

of residency facilities to make them 

more of an apartment style…

 

n The West Virginia Division of 
Highways accepted bids on June 10 

for the Virginia Line Bridge project in 

Monroe County to Giles, Virginia. The 

low bid was submitted by Triton Con-
struction Inc., Nitro, for $1,448,300.  

Other bidders included Kokosing 
Construction Company, Inc., South 

Charleston, for $1,568,993; Kanawha 
Stone Company, Inc., Poca, for 

$1,569,976; and Orders Construc-
tion Company, Inc., St. Albans, for 

$1,960,816.

n West Virginia Wesleyan’s Ross 
Field soon will be undergoing major 

renovations, school officials said.  The 

$1.6 million project will include ex-

panding and upgrading the field sur-

face, widening the track and adding 

new stadium lights.  The field surface 

will change from natural grass to more 

durable artificial turf…

n With two additional cryogen-
ic natural gas plants already under 
construction in Doddridge County and 

one in Wetzel County, MarkWEst Ener-

gy Partners announced that more are 

on the way.  The Denver-based com-

pany plans to have one more plant at 

each site online by the second quarter 

of 2015.  That will bring the number at 

the Sherwood Complex in Doddridge 

County to six and at Wetzel’s Mobley 

Complex to five.  Kevin Hawkins, man-

ager of investor relations for MarkWest, 

said the processing capacity at Sher-

wood is 600 million cubic feet of natu-

ral gas a day.  The company will double 

that to 1.2 billion.  The plants cool nat-

ural gas to extremely low temperatures 

in order to extract liquids like ethane, 

propane and butane, which are piped 

to a MarkWest fractionation facility in 

Pennsylvania …

n The Parkersburg Utility Board 
received approval for a loan to pay 

for a planned $12.7 million upgrade to 

its wastewater treatment plant, but the 

interest rate will be higher than expect-

ed.  Work on the project is expected to 

start this fall…

n A retaining wall, complete with 
landscaping, is in place where the 

old Greyhound bus station stood along 

U.S. 50 in Clarksburg.  The project was 

necessary to provide a safer route for 

bus traffic plus made the area more 

aesthetically pleasing.  The project 

also includes a 24-space parking lot.  

Reclaim Company, Fairmont, had the 

$529,983 contract for the project and a 

$255,999 contract to demolish the bus 

station.  Stantec, Buckhannon, is the 

engineering consultant for the project 

owner, Central West Virginia Transit Au-

thority…

n Commissioners agreed to ex-
pand the territory served by Green-

brier County Public Service District 

No. 2, eliminating one barrier to a long 

awaited extension to the Sam Black 

area.  The proposed $10 million pro-

ject would extend water service from 

the western Greenbrier community 

of Charmco to the I-64/U.S. 60 inter-

change at Sam Black.  The engineer is 

Pentree, Inc., Princeton…

n Five years after tolls were in-
creased on the West Virginia Turn-
pike, members of the state Parkways 

Authority learned an aggressive repav-

ing program has now put 74 percent of 

the pavement on the 88-mile highway 

at a “good or very good” rating…

n Wood County Schools officials 
are waiting on a go-ahead from the 

state School Building Authority to be-

gin a massive $3 million renovation 

project at Edison Middle School. The 

money will be used to create additional 

classrooms, renovate and expand the 

school’s office facilities, create a secu-

rity link to bring the entire school under 

one roof and install a sprinkler system 

throughout the building…

n A piece of Raleigh County prop-
erty could bring thousands of new 

jobs to the area.  That’s according to 

the New River Gorge Regional Devel-

opment Authority. James C. Justice 

Companies Incorporated bid on more 

than 2,400 acres of land that stretches 

from Ghent to Crab Orchard. It is be-

ing called a “Mega Site.”  The goal is 

to attract large industrial and technical 

companies from around the world…
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CONTRACTOR MEMBERSHIP

J.C. Bosley Construction, Inc.
Building

1 Bosley Avenue

Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101

(304) 422-0025

(304) 422-0414 (Fax)

Email: tessa@jcbci.com 

Web: www.jcbci.com

John Bosley, Jr., President

Gargasz Excavating, Inc.
Highway/Heavy

P.O. Box 310 

Springfield, WV 26736

(304) 822-8544 

Email: gargaszexcavating@gmail.com

David Gargasz, Owner

Kenton Meadows Company, Inc.
Highway / Heavy

P.O. Box 10

Gassaway, West Virginia 26624

(304) 364-5151

(304) 364-5153 (Fax)

Email: ckmeadows@wvdsl.net 

C.K. Meadows II, President

Mountain State Bridge Company
Highway / Heavy

87 Grose Lane

Summersville, West Virginia 26651

(304) 872-8110

(304) 872-7110 (Fax)

Email: info@mountainstatebridge.com 

Web:   www.mountainstatebridge.

com  

Jacklyn Hatfield-Lycans, Presi-

dent 

Robert’s Welding & Mechanical, LLC
Welding, Steel Fabrication & Erection 

1160 Kitchen Orchard Road

Falling Water, West Virginia 25149

(304) 263-6539

(304) 820-1004 (Fax)

Email: robertswelding@comcast.net

Larry Roberts, President

Victorian Development, LLC
Building / General Contractor

277 South Pinch Road

Elkview, West Virginia 25071

(304) 935-1955

Email: Jessie@vicdevelop.com 

Web:  www.vicdevelop.com 

Ritchie Jordan, Owner

Rodney Jordan, Owner

Wolf Creek Contracting Company, 
LLC
Building

405 Watertown Road

Waterford, Ohio 45786

(740) 749-3459

(740) 749-3500 (Fax)

Email: hoffenberger@wolfcreekcon-

tractors.com

Web: www.wolfcreekcontractors.com 

Damian L. Lang, President

Howard Offenberger, Vice President

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

Buildview, Inc-Multivista
Construction Services

Job Site Video Recording

204 E. Joppa Road 

Suite L5

Townson, Maryland 21206

(443) 823-1827

Email: j.donahoe@multivista.com

Web: www.multivista.com

Jason Donahoe, Partner

Engineering Design Systems, Inc. 
Autodesk Software Reseller

3780 Peters Creek Road Ext. SW

Roanoke, Virginia 24018

(304) 395-0697

Email: rex.thaxton@edsi.com

Web: www.edsi.com 

Rex Thaxton, Sales

Harvey Air Balancing Company of 
WV
HVAC Testing & Balancing

83 Early Lane

Bob White, West Virginia 25028

(304) 687-4598

(304) 699-0024 (Fax)

Email: Gordon@habcowv.com 

Gordon K. Harvey, Owner

Heritage Truck Centers
Commercial Truck Dealer

322 Dry Hill Road

Beckley, West Virginia 25801

Phone: 304-254-7827

Fax: 304-254-9007

Email: zromano@heritagetrks.com

Web: www.hertitrucks.com 

Gary Kale, President

North American Industrial Services
Containers for Jobsite Waste Removal

3329 Teays Valley Road

Hurricane, West Virginia 25526

(304) 562-0340

(304) 562-0365 (Fax)

Email: tcollins@naisinc.com 

Web: www.naisinc.com 

Tiffany Collins, Sales Manager 

OTP-Industrial Solutions
Equipment Distributor

4200 1st Avenue

Nitro, West Virginia 25143

(304) 755-9506

(304) 755-5261 (Fax) 

Email: eherrald@otpnet.com

Web: www.otp.com

Emilie Herrald, Account Manager

US Pipe & Foundry Corp.
Ductile Iron Pipe Manufacturer

2247 Maiden Lane

Roanoke, Virginia 24015

(540) 366-5422

(866) 734-1837 (Fax)

Email: rstone@uspipe.com 

Web: www.uspipe.com  

Rick Stone, Sales

NEW MEMBERS
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(304) 529-3328 Fax No. (304) 529-3325
Famco, Inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
RICHARD C. SMAILES BOX 1577
President HUNTINGTON, WV 25716

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 000408

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 001124

P.O. Box 3108
3601 7th Avenue
Charleston, W.Va. 25331
(304) 744-5314
(800) 642-8598 US WATS

683 Hornbeck Road
Morgantown, W. Va. 26508-2472
(304) 296-7438

1221 Hedgesville Road
Martinsburg, W. Va. 25403
(304) 262-8103

Offering Fire Suppression 
and Fire Alarm Services
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Shamblin Stone, Inc.
Fast Courteous Service is our Business

Providing the following state
specification materials

• Sand • AgLime
• Gravel • Bedding Materials
• Salt • Limestone/Rip Rap

Trucking & Barge Unloading
Ohio and Kanawha Rivers 

USDOT 188865 ICC MC 183455

Wilson Island, Dunbar, WV Port Amherst, WV
Rt. 61, Marmet, WV Hugheston, WV
RT. 35-Scary Creek Robertsburg, WV

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 004152

304-766-7316/FAX 766-7325

WV Contractors License #WV041715
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LICENSED
TO

MILL!
Asphalt & concrete planing, profiling

and deck scarification

DONEGAL
Construction Corporation
1-800-864-4206
1235 Marguerite Lake Road
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 15601

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE WV025398

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Martin Marietta Aggregates

Branches:
Burning Spring Mine (Parkersburg-Rt. 50)
Charleston
Institute
Manheim (Clarksburg-Grafton)
New Martinsville
Parkersburg
Ravenswood
St. Marys
Apple Grove, OH
Wheeling/Martins Ferry, OH

LIMESTONE • SAND • GRAVEL
BY TRUCK, BARGE OR RAIL

300 Star Avenue, Suite 312
Parkersburg, WV 26101 

(304) 485-7341

Charleston (304) 343-4571
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www.TRCSolutions.com

David E. Clevenger, P.E.
One Kenton Drive, Suite 200

Northgate Business Park
Charleston, WV 25311-1256

Voice (304) 346-2599
FAX (304) 346-2591

MAILING ADDRESS: LOCATION:
P.O. Box 429 575 New Golf Mountain Road
Institute, WV 25112-0429 Cross Lanes, WV 25313
Phone: (304) 776-0448 Fax: (304) 776-0451

Contractors License #WV006833

TEAYS

RIVER

CONSTRUCTION

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

S M H Construction Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1912

Beckley, West Virginia 25802-1912
Sumith P. Hapuarachy Residence: 304/253-7610
President Office: 304/877-6451

WV 000572

www.smhconstructiongroup.com

Show your support for the construction industry
with an official DMV-issued “Hard at Work” 

license plate. Visit www.cawv.org
Huntington, WV | Lexington, KY | Bridgeport, WV | Bowling Green, KY | Nashville, TN

ATTENTION CONTRACTORS

Our contractor services department provides 
a full line of services to meet all your needs: 

     • Complete project takeoffs & proposals 

     • CAD prepared blueprint construction   
        drawings & bill of materials   

     • Project management assistance

     • Full pipe fabrication - fast turnaround  
        on custom items, perfect for  
        emergencies  

     • Prefabricated vaults

      • Truckload & emergency deliveries    

Call 1.800.999.3484 for more information.

Quality. Experience. Innovation.

Leading the World Through Clean Water

Worry-free 
Project
Management

www.cithornburg.com | 1.800.999.3484
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

SERVING
WEST VIRGINIA

ROOFING & SHEET METAL COMPANY
Sheet Metal - HVAC Design - Roofing

HVAC Service - Shop Fabrication

Parkersburg Morgantown
304-485-6593 304-328-5244
Charleston Cumberland, MD
304-755-8135 304-738-0502

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 000104
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...go where the pros go...

TODAY starts a new project.
TODAY your materials are needed.
TODAY the plans have to be ready.

TOMORROW is too late.

Call Trinity Rebar TODAY for all of your
construction, fabrication, design,
and material needs. We are one 

phone call away.

www.trinityrebar.com

304.755.5100



Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

www.cecinc.com

99 Cambridge Place | Bridgeport, WV 26330
Local: 304-933-3119 | Toll-Free: 855-488-9539
Contact: Dennis E. Miller, P.S. | dmiller@cecinc.com 

CEC | Bridgeport

S e r v i c e sI n d u s t r i e s
 Manufacturing
 Mining
 Natural Gas
 Power
 Public Sector
 Real Estate
 Solid Waste

 Civil Engineering

Environmental 
Engineering & Sciences

 Ecological Sciences

 Waste Management

 Water Resources
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